
February 2019	
TX NAWGJ

Right in the midst of Winter season!

Hello everyone, 

      Loads of good info in here. Check it out fun 

pics, minutes, election information, and discounts.  

There is money to be saved. Election timeline on next 

page.   

      National Judges Cup was another great 

experience in Overton, Kansas.  A huge thank you to 

Love Gymnastics, Eagle Gymnastics Academy, 

Northwest Kids, Ridgewood, and United Elite.  Their 

girls made Texas proud.  Also, thank you to Laryssa 

Santiago for volunteering her weekend for this 

prestigious event.  Judges representing Texas were, 

Laryssa, Marilyn Blilie, Jan Eyman and Carol 

Williams. A 6/7 clinic was held Friday evening by the 

national board.   

     Please check out the group rates for NAWGJ 

Symposium.  This special event is only held every 4 

years.  It is only for judges and the education is off 

the charts awesome! It is in our home state this time 

so EVERYONE can have as exceptional learning 

experience.  I highly encourage ALL to attend.  Get 

your early bird group rate to Melanie right away so 

you can partake in the discount.   

( See info sheet in newsletter)  

     We are also supporting a group rate to 

Congress again this year. Please send in your early 

bird payment to Melanie for your discount before 

the early bird deadline. 

     If you know any teams that would be interested 

in the Xtravaganza - Please share this information 

with them! This event is enabling us to be able to give 

these great discounts.  The price is right and there 

are prizes at each event for the athletes.  It should 

be a great overall experience.  

     Please remember to act, look, and dress 

professional.  We represent ourselves and our 

organization. Stay in touch with all the new rule 

changes.  Be on time and work well with others.  

There is a lot going on this season all over the state. 

Consistency and fairness are our goals.  Remember 

that each panel is a team working together for the 

best judgements possible. Check out the Technical info 

pages.  We have so many good judges spending their 

weekends for the love of the sport.  I am so grateful 

we have such a strong force. Thank you for all that 

you do. 

Gratefully, 

Carol Williams 



SJD Elections
SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR ELECTIONS 2019  

It is the duty of the State Judging Director to compile a list of all persons who are eligible to run for STATE 
JUDGING DIRECTOR.  

February 1: A special reminder is sent to the State Judging Director by the Regional Judging Director.  

March 1: A list of all eligible candidates should be published on the State website or sent to the State 
membership by the present SJD. The present SJD sends each eligible candidate a letter, which includes:  

      1. Letter of Eligibility and Duties of the Office of the State Judging Director.  

      2. Candidate Application Form to be completed by the candidate stating her/his qualifications.        

      3. A list of dates for the election and the process to be followed.  

*April 1: Candidate Application Form due: Deadline date of April 1. Failure to respond by the deadline date 
(postmarked) indicates that the candidate does NOT wish to run for the office. 

 April 15: Voting begins. Any NAWGJ voting member must meet the criteria for eligibility to vote 90 days 
prior to the date voting begins. 

April 30: Voting ends. The Regional Judging Director sends results to the President, Vice President and 
National Secretary. The RJD also informs the SJDs in the Region for publication in the State website/
newsletter as soon as possible.  

May 15: The newly elected State Judging Director assumes office.  

*NOTE: If any of the deadline dates fall on a Sunday or legal holiday, procedures should be advanced to the 
next business day. 

State Governing Board elections 

June 1 SGB Election Letters to eligible candidates to be sent  

June 15 SGB Election Candidate Applications due to RJD  

July 30 Report State Governing Board Report due to RJD, Vice President and National Secretary  

August 1 SGB Election Newly elected board assumes office 
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National Judges Cup 2019!  Overland Park, Kansas



Team Texas 
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National Judges Cup 2019! 

Overland Park, Kansas
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What an Honor to represent Texas at National Judge’s Cup this year.  My 

name is Larysa Santiago and I have been in Texas and Region 3 for four 
years.  This was my first opportunity to meet up with my judging friends 

from other states since moving to Texas.  I also met some of the best group 

of Judges this nation has to offer.  The judges and gymnasts represented 35 
states.  The immeasurable amount of time, effort and support displayed by 

the coaches, gymnasts, families, and judges can’t be measured.  The 

pageantry of the State specific leotards and warm ups was something to 
behold. It was such a reward, and a great introduction, to the gymnasts 

from all over the country to glimpse what a major national or international 

competition feels like.   

Being surrounded by women and men willing to give their time and 

knowledge to comprise a four judge panel (for 2 full competing gyms) made 

my gymnastics-loving heart full.  And I can put your mind at ease, our 
education here in Texas is Tops!!  I felt incredibly well versed and lucky to be 

from such a solid group of mentors and friends here in Texas.  While our 

sport has been in the midst of controversy for some time, I can assure you 
that what I saw on the competition floor was nothing short of 

extraordinary.  The girls cheering for each other and the pure joy on the 

athlete’s faces as their States were announced at march in was a blessing 
to simply witness.  May this be the energy the girls, coaches, judges and 

administrators carry far into 2019 and beyond.  The positive feelings and 

beauty of our sport makes me proud to be a judge and feel lucky to have been 
included.

NATIONAL JUDGES CUP



BEACH THEME 

Every event gives special prizes! special 

Encourage as many teams as possible  

come join in on the fun! 

This event is a TX NAWGJ fundraiser!

BEACH EXTRAVAGANZA!!
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July 11-14 
Ft. Worth

Send this in before 2/26!!

 Our board has voted to help anyone in our membership to receive a large discount on the NAWGJ 
Symposium to be held in  Ft. Worth, July 11-14.  The tentative schedule is now online at http://

www.nawgj.org/ .  This is an incredible educational experience for judges that is only held every 4 years.  
This summer the symposium will be in Texas. So, we want everyone to be able to take advantage of this 

great opportunity.  Please check out the attachment above for information on how our members can get this 
TEXAS discount.  Looking forward to seeing everyone in Fort Worth.

http://www.nawgj.org/
http://www.nawgj.org/
http://www.nawgj.org/
http://www.nawgj.org/
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The TX NAWGJ budget 
is posted at: 

TXNAWGJ.ORG
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an 16th 
Approve minutes… 
Jennifer Porter submitted 
Kevin Freeman Seconded 
PASSED 
  
  
  
January 18  Melanie Cryer wrote 
A. I move that, for each of our members who registers 
for the 2019 NAWGJ Symposium no later than 2/26/19 
and pays $80, we pay the remaining balance of $77.50 
(early bird group registration rate). 
  
B. I move that, for each of our members who registers 
for the 2019 NAWGJ Symposium after the group early 
bird rate has expired, we reimburse $80 upon receipt of 
registration. 
  
Melanie Cryer  Motion 
Denise Coats Lauriat  2nd 
PASSED 
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Xcel Clarifications 

Bars 

*Clarifications on the Platinum tap swing 

Platinum athletes are allowed one tap swing as a value part 
back into the dismount which states that it can come from a 
counter swing.  There are no allowable extra swings allowed 
in Platinum.  Tap swing ok  extra swing NOT ok 

*Cast Clarifications 

Cast squat/pike/ straddle is one skill  - followed by a jump to 
the high bar.      Total of 1 “A” 

Cast squat   etc.    - followed by a stretch jump dismount.         
Total of 2 “A”s 

Cast squat  etc.  is one skill “A"   followed by a sole circle  
around the bar - jump to HB  “A”      Total of 2 “A”s 

Cast before a sole circle dismount is NOT considered a cast 

Silver Routine examples: 

1.     Pullover “A”   - Cast to 45 below horizontal “A”    -  back hip circle  “A”   - 
Cast to 45 below horizontal “A”  - Sole circle dismount  “A”           5 SKILLS      
ALL SR MET    10 SV 

2.    Pullover “A”  -  Cast to 45 below horizontal “A”    -  back hip circle  “A”   - 
Cast to lower than 45 below horizontal “0”  - Sole circle dismount  “A”           4 
SKILLS      Missing 1 skill   - .5    9.5 SV 

3.   Pullover “A”  -  Cast to 45 below horizontal “A” -  back hip circle  “A”   - Cast  
lower than 45 below horizontal “0”  -Cast to 45 below horizontal “A”   Sole circle 
dismount  “A”   5 SKILLS   All SR Met  10 SV 
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 Switch Split 

1. Diamond does a switch split at 145 degrees. The standard 
for Diamond is 150 with 20 degrees variance.     SR credit 
awarded  /  “B” VP awarded (it is at least 135)  /  up to .2 
deduction on angle for not meeting 150   

2.  Platinum  does a switch split at 135 degrees.   The 
standard for Platinum is 120 .      SR credit/ “B” VP awarded 
(135)   / no split angle deduction because she has exceeded 
the division requirement  

3.Switch split at Gold, Silver or Bronze would result in a .50 
deduction for restricted skill  NO SR credit (unless she has 
another appropriate leap/jump/  NO VP     - page 8 Beam E. 
1.   Elements are restricted based upon their value as listed 
in the Xcel Code of Points, not based on the quality / 
amplitude of performance.     

Reminder: 

NO HANDSTANDS ON BEAM ARE REQUIRED TO HOLD.  

FLOOR 

On Floor the cartwheel and one are cartwheel are the same element.  

Flic flacs (or any fast flight with hand support) get value part as many times as 
they are performed. So a series is valid even if the series contains the 3rd or 4th 
flic flac?  Girl did round off-flic-flic then did back walkover-flic. OK 

GENERAL 

 Shorts are not considered appropriate attire for Xcel.  The deduction is .1 after 
the warning on the previous event.       ( Not .2 like JO)  The deduction is only 
taken one time.  



Mail this in before march 6th for the group discount!!



TXNAWGJ BOARD

Jennifer Porter
Secretary/Newsletter

jennifer@rsa-gym.com

Carol Robuck-Williams
State Judging Director

carolrobuck@att.net

Jack Dunlop
Assigner-District 1

jmldunlop@yahoo.com

Jenny Robinson
Assigner-District 4

jennymin867@aol.com

Erika Franklin
Assigner-District 5/6

franklinemw@gmail.com

Denise Coats-Lauriat
High School Assigner 

(District 2/3)
c2deni@aol.com

Bonnie Crawford
Webmaster

kbemsk@swbell.net

Melanie Cryer
Event Coordinator

smcryer@earthlink.net 

Kevin Freeman
Assigner - District 2/3

kwf5569@aol.com

Tiffany Schwartz
Treasure

t.martz12@gmail.com 

USAGYM.ORG 

       NAWGJ.ORG 

TXNAWGJ.ORG 

LIKE US 

ON FB! 

TEXAS 

NAWGJ

EMAIL: WINNIE.WITTEN@GMAIL.COM 
FOR A DIRECT LINK!

PRACTICE MAKES  

US BETTER! 

Courses! 

VIDEOS! 

PRACTICE JUDGING! 

SKILLS! 

IRS Mileage Rate  as of January 1st

.58 cents per mile
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